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Executive Summary
In the Quality Network for a European Learning Resource Exchange (eQNet) project, we are
interested in how teachers and learners perceive and use learning resources that ‘travel well’.
We use the term ‘travel well’ to indicate that a digital learning resource has considerable
potential to be reused in a context other than the one for which it was originally created.
Similar cross-context interactions take place in many areas of technology-enhanced learning
when learners cross their own language, country or curriculum boundaries.
Over three years, the eQNet project will set up, consolidate and sustain two networks, one of
European educational policy-makers and content providers who deal with digital learning
resources and the other consisting of teachers, who using digital learning resources as part of
their classroom practice and lesson preparation.
By building frameworks for cross-cultural dialogues and transnational sharing of practices on
the identification and use of ‘travel well’ digital resources, the eQNet project offers a “European
twist” on this newly emerging topic. During the project’s lifetime, guidelines for new
approaches to identifying and working with transnational and cross-context learning resources
are being produced and introduced, not only to benefit project partners, but also to support a
wider international audience working with K-12 digital learning resources.
Major project outcomes will include the setting up of a network that includes teachers from
nine Ministries of Education that will select and validate ‘travel well’ resources from the
European Schoolnet Learning Resource Exchange service and from national portals. Based
on this practical assessment of resources by teachers and more theoretical work carried out
by project partners, eQNet will also develop and disseminate ‘travel well’ quality criteria.
The most visible project outcome will be a public collection of more than 3,500 ‘travel well’
resources originating from different national collections and from the Learning Resources
Exchange (LRE), a federation of more than 30 European content providers. Already now, at
the mid-term of the project, more than 900 ‘travel well’ resources are available. A seminar will
be organised toward the end of the eQNet project to maximise the exploitation of results. This
will be part of a wider LRE development strategy from European Schoolnet and its supporting
Ministries.
All information about the eQNet project, as well as the access to the ‘travel well’ collection of
learning resources, is available through http://www.eqnet.eun.org.
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1 Project Objectives
The ease with which one can reuse digital learning resources is a key part of their attraction
for many teachers, This in-built flexibility of digital content applies not only to resources
developed for a specific curriculum or designed for use by teachers in one country. In a
number of recent projects, European Schoolnet has found that some teachers are also
interested in using a digital learning resource in a context other than the one for which it was
originally created (e.g. an Italian teacher might choose to use a learning resource produced in
Austria in German). This has led to European Schoolnet and its supporting Ministries of
Education developing the concept of learning resources that have the potential to ‘travel well’
and that can be used in a pan-European context.
The eQNet Multilateral Network is a project involving nine Ministries of Education that have
their own national repositories or collections of digital learning resources and are also sharing
some of their resources via the European Schoolnet Learning Resource Exchange (LRE)
service for schools1. As a pan-European service with over 200,000 learning resources and
assets from 30 content providers, the LRE particularly seeks to include materials with the
potential to ‘travel well’ across borders that can be used in a cultural and linguistic context
different from the one in which they were created.
In eQNet, the key aim is to establish a network of policy makers and practitioners (teachers) to
develop ‘travel well’ quality criteria and then apply these to both existing LRE content and
content that will be selected in future from national repositories and other collections. The end
goal is to help MoE identify and share ‘travel well’ resources and thus to make it easier for
interested teachers (particularly in countries where there is still a limited supply of digital
content in the national language) to access these sorts of resources. At the end of the project,
the aim is to have created a public collection of more than 3,500 tagged and rated ‘travel well’
resources that will be made available to all stakeholders via the LRE. The LRE will also
include ‘showcases’ of some of the best of these resources (see some examples in Table 1).
eQNet has also been specifically designed as “a forum for joint reflection and cooperation”
within which both educational policy-makers and practitioners can strengthen their cooperation
related to the exchange and re-use of educational content that has the potential for crossborder use. The fostering and animating of these two networks in the project is particularly
relevant at a time when Web 2.0 tools and user-generated content are becoming a key
component of national content strategies. New mechanisms are now needed so that quality
frameworks both at national and European level can be systematically tested and applied to
existing content collections, to federations of learning resource repositories such as the LRE,
and also to the growing volume of resources created by teachers themselves.
In the first half of the project, a key objective was to have teachers and partners working
together to better understand and discuss the issues underlying the ‘travel well’ concept. An
online teachers’ Community of Practice was planned to play an important role here and will
continue to do so later on in the project as partners seek to define ‘travel well’ criteria and
involve a wider group of stakeholders in a discussion on the uptake and potential impact of
these resources on pedagogical models in different countries.

1

http://lreforschools.eun.org
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A final objective of the eQNet project is the outreach to policy-makers in the LRE
Subcommittee as well as to LRE Associate Partners and a wider group of stakeholders who
will have regular opportunities to comment and be involved in the project’s activities and
outcomes.

Table 1. Illustrative examples of ‘travel well’ resources.

Universal
Resources address curriculum topics that could be considered trans-national (e.g.
teaching 'geometric shapes' or 'the parts of the cell' are usually covered in every
national curriculum but teaching the folklore of a very specific region is not).
Photosynthesis
1. URL: http://celebrate.ls.no/Norsk/Animasjoner/NMfag/fotosyntesen.swf
2. Brief Description:
Learn about photosynthesis. Discover all the elements in the process in this
animation.
3. Picture

Resistance in a Wire
1. URL: http://phet.colorado.edu/en/simulation/resistance-in-a-wire
2. Brief description:
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Learn about the physics of resistance in a wire. Change its resistivity, length, and
area to see how they affect the wire's resistance. The sizes of the symbols in the
equation change along with the diagram of a wire.
3. Picture:
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2 Project Approach
2.1 The eQNet Teachers’ Network
eQNet includes: an examination of pedagogical, technical and Intellectual Property Rights
(IPR) issues that may impact on the project’s aim to develop 'travel well' criteria; as well as
practical or more ‘hands on’ work that involves reviewing learning resources in the Learning
Resource Exchange for schools and national content repositories.
At the centre of eQNet project, there is an active teachers’ network comprised of practitioners
who are experienced in identifying and making innovative use of digital learning resources in
schools. These teachers are allocated to work on the eQNet project’s activities by the partner
organisations. At the start of the project, each partner nominated 2-3 teachers to assist with
developing and applying ‘travel well’ criteria to resources in the LRE portal and in national
repositories of digital learning resources. Ministries of Education were requested to identify
teachers in the following areas: Sciences and Maths, Humanities (e.g. history, civics, possibly
also economics) and covering both primary and secondary education.
At the national level, these teachers aim to identify high quality learning resources with a
strong potential to be used by teachers and trainers in other countries. In Year 1, a decision
was taken that no predefined criteria should be given to teachers as, at this early stage of
the project, eQNet partners were primarily interested in discovering what kinds of descriptors
teachers thought were important for the ‘travel well’ concept. It is important to remember,
therefore, that this Year 1 approach is only an intermediate step in the project and that
version 2 of the ‘travel well’ quality criteria will provide a more comprehensive and in-depth
understanding of how to proceed with the selection of relevant resources.
Once work is completed at national level, the identified ‘travel well’ resources are then shared
with teachers from other countries to test the ‘travel well’ potential of the resources (i.e.
validation). Through an online Community of Practice, the teachers’ network can collectively
explore and share best practices related to identifying ‘travel well’ resources at a transnational
level. With nine Ministries involved in the project, the resulting wide geographical coverage
allows for the testing of the ‘travel well’ concept in a diverse range of cultural contexts and
against different national curricula and pedagogical approaches.
This eQNet teachers’ network will function throughout the project and its main tasks include
teachers:
• Finding learning resources that ‘travel well’ (both in national repositories and in the
LRE portal).
• Evaluating learning resources (using social tagging and ratings) that other teachers
have found and validating whether they ‘travel well’.
• Adding metadata to ‘travel well’ learning resources if they are submitted to a repository
for the first time.
• Being part of the online Community of Practice where teachers can discuss and
exchange ideas on these resources.
• Taking part in local face-to-face meetings where applicable.
In Year 1, the teachers’ network has put together two ‘travel well’ collections that are
accessible through this page: http://eqnet.eun.org/web/guest/travel-well-learning-resources.
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2.2 Developing ‘Travel Well’ Quality Criteria
Complementing and in parallel with the practical work done by the teachers’ network, is more
theoretical work by project partners that aims to develop ‘travel well’ quality criteria that can be
shared with a wider group of stakeholders outside the project. Here eQNet builds on previous,
mainly conceptual, work related to the ‘travel well’ idea that has been conducted in other
projects (CALIBRATE2, OERTN3 and MELT4) where there has been very limited or no practical
validation carried out by teachers.
What is different about eQNet, therefore, is that the project has been designed so that a
‘virtuous circle’ is put in place; the practical work by teachers provides regular feedback to
constantly improve the ‘travel well’ theoretical model via an iterative process and to further
improve the resulting ‘travel well’ criteria that will be used throughout the project by the
teachers that are assessing the learning resources.
A preliminary set of Quality Guidelines for LRE Associate Partners have been compiled in the
first year of the project and they are made available at the following link:
http://eqnet.eun.org/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=10885&folderId=25595&name=DLFE317.pdf. As indicated, these Guidelines are only an intermediate step in the project. Version 2
of the ‘travel well’ quality criteria, that will become available in M18, will provide the repository
owners and LRE Associate Partners with a more comprehensive and in-depth understanding
of the ‘travel well’ concept.

2.3 Quality Assurance and Validation
Underpinning the development of quality criteria and the identification of ‘travel well’ resources
is a project quality assurance plan. This includes both monitoring the work of the teachers’
network and how consistently the ‘travel well’ criteria are applied, as well as a critical selfassessment of the project activities and results in order to help ensure that there is effective
cooperation among project participants and to better assess the work delivered.
The instruments for quality assurance are described in detail in deliverable D6.1. These
include online questionnaires for both teachers and project partners, interviews with teachers
and also a methodology for cross-evaluation of resources and independent monitoring. In
terms of the latter, it is particularly important not only that the project identifies ‘travel well’
quality criteria, but that these criteria are then applied consistently by eQNet teachers in all
countries to content in the Learning Resource Exchange and national portals. The strategy
adopted here is twofold:

1. Monitoring by eQNet national coordinators
Each year eQNet partners will analyse a sample of the resources selected by teachers
(other than their own) and provide an assessment via an online questionnaire (scale 1-5)
as to whether there are inconsistencies in the TW potential of each country’s selection. In
Year 1 of the project (as TW criteria have not yet have been agreed) national coordinators
have not been able to say whether TW criteria are being consistently applied. However,
they have been able to draw on initial TW criteria from previous projects to form a view as
to whether the TW content is suitable and can be used by teachers in different countries

2

http://calibrate.eun.org
http://oertn.eun.org
4
http://info.melt-project.eu
3
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and learning contexts. In order to try to introduce some degree of ‘neutrality’ into this
process, in Year 1 the selected resources were reviewed and validated by partners that,
culturally and linguistically, are as far removed as possible from those teachers who first
selected the resources.

2. Monitoring by an independent focus group of teachers
In the second half of the project, once ‘travel well’ quality criteria have been agreed, a
small, independent focus group of teachers will be formed (one teacher per MoE) to review
and analyse a random sample of the selected TW resources (approximately 10-15% of the
total resources selected in Years 2 and 3). The work will be carried out remotely via an
online questionnaire by teachers who have not previously been involved in the project. The
aim here will be to see if there is a broad agreement with the results of the annual
monitoring exercise carried out by the eQNet national coordinators and whether the results
point to one or more MoE identifying ‘travel well’ resources that are of lower quality than
those of other partners.

2.4 Dissemination within the project and short-term impact targets

Figure 1. The eQNet website.
The eQNet dissemination and exploitation strategy is explained in the “Dissemination and Use
Plan”, the first version of which was delivered in month 3 and is reviewed at six-monthly
intervals. It explains the external communications procedures and tools, and helps to
coordinate actions to disseminate project activities and project results to all relevant
stakeholders. The dissemination strategy includes the project website, the eQNet news and its
syndication strategy, as well as the use of social media to help to keep attracting new
audiences to the project activities and outcomes.
The eQNet website has a dual function: first, it contains information on project objectives,
partners and downloadable versions of public project reports, guidelines, presentations and
other deliverables. Second, existing community building and social networking tools are being
used to create a Community of Practice as part of the web site.
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A key channel for disseminating the eQNet activities and results is the European Schoolnet
LRE Subcommittee which involves nine Ministries of Education and is now open to Associate
Partners including regional educational authorities, commercial content providers and other
stakeholders. At each of the LRE Subcommittee’s meetings (three times per year), eQNet
progress and results are reported by the eQNet Project Manager as a regular agenda item
(see details in Table 2). It is essential that eQNet results are brought to the attention of senior
policy makers in Ministries of Education, particularly those responsible for national ICT
strategies and content repositories. This will ensure that experience gained by the project
consortium and eQNet recommendations are discussed at the earliest opportunity with a
larger group of policy makers. It also helps the project to improve the quality of its final results
and ensure that the resulting ‘travel well’ guidelines can also be applied in countries not
directly participating in eQNet.

Figure 2. An eQNet workshop for European policy-makers and industry members in EMINENT
2009. It took place in Vilnius, Lithuania at the premise of the National Parliament.
eQNet results are also be brought to the attention of the 30 Ministries of Education that are
part of the European Schoolnet Steering Committee which normally meets 3-4 times annually
and a project workshop is included in the annual EUN EMINENT conference that normally
attracts >250 delegates (see Figure 2). Table 2 presents a series of events and activities
organised in the first half of the project for teachers and policy-makers, as well as for other
stakeholders such as researchers.

Table 2. Examples of dissemination activities and events for the eQNet project in the first half
of the project.
Date

Name of the eQNet activities
City, country

Type of audience
Nº of audience

November 04,
2009

Main presentation on the eQNet project
http://www.slideshare.net/vuorikari/eqnetpresentation

Audience on the Internet; the
presentation viewed 1723 times on
Slideshare.

November 27,
2009

EMINENT, Vilnius, Lithuania
Session 2: Using learning resources
across contexts
http://blog.eun.org/eminent2009/2009/12/s
trand_b_session_2_using_learn_1.html

Policy-makers from Ministries of
Education, industry members. More
than 160 participants in the
conference, 40 in the workshop.
The presentations viewed on
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Slideshare 1790 times.

February 15,
2010

Update on the eQNet project for the LRE
Working Group (changed name to LRE
Subcommittee in 2010)
http://eqnet.eun.org/c/document_library/ge
t_file?p_l_id=10885&folderId=10946&nam
e=DLFE-305.zip

Policy-makers from Ministries of
Education, content providers.
12 participants. The presentation
viewed 372 times on Slideshare.

May 21, 2010

Science experts in schools (Scientix and
Spice projects), Brussels, Belgium
http://eqnet.eun.org/web/guest/community/
-/blogs/eqnet-presented-to-scienceexperts-in-schools

MST experts from the Ministries of
Education
20 participants. News article viewed
947 times on the eQNet News blog.

September 2,
2010

Update on the eQNet project for the LRE
Working Group (changed name to LRE
Subcommittee in 2010)
http://www.slideshare.net/vuorikari/eqnetfor-lregroup020910ppt

Policy-makers from Ministries of
Education, content provides
12 participants

September 28,
2010

Se@m workshop at EC-TEL, Barcelona,
Spain
Session: Search and Exchange of ele@rning Materials
http://eqnet.eun.org/web/guest/community/
-/blogs/eqnet-presentation-in-the-se-mworkshop-in-barcelona

Researchers and content providers
More than 300 participants in ECTEL, 45 in the workshop. The
presentation viewed 475 times on
Slideshare.

September 2930, 2010

Participation in the dataTEL initiative and
contribution of a “travel well dataset” to the
1st Workshop on Recommender Systems
for Technology Enhanced Learning
(RecSysTEL 2010)
http://eqnet.eun.org/web/guest/community/
-/blogs/data-on-how-learning-resourcesare-searched-and-used-can-help-portals!
and
http://www.teleurope.eu/pg/pages/view/50
630

Researchers and content providers

November 9,
2010

EMINENT, Copenhagen, Denmark
Can digital learning resources be used
across borders?
Agenda:
http://eqnet.eun.org/web/guest/community/
-/blogs/eqnet-teachers-workshop-ineminent
Report:
http://blog.eun.org/eminent/2010/11/can_di
gital_learning_resources.html#more

Teachers and content providers

eTwinning Professional Development
Workshop, Helsinki, Finland
2 x Can digital learning resources be used
across borders?"
http://eqnet.eun.org/web/guest/community/

Teachers
More than 130 participants, 80 in
the workshops. News article viewed
971 times on the eQNet News blog.

November 13,
2010
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-/blogs/digital-resources-that-travel-wellworkshop-for-etwinning-teachers
February 1718, 2011

Strategic Seminar on Educational
Publishing Futures - 17-18 Feb 2011
(Event supported by the International
Publishers Association, included speakers
from major publishers such as Nathan and
Pearson). The eQNet flyer in the delegates
bag.
http://aspect-project.org/node/128

Over 150 delegates including:
content developers from the public
and private sectors; policy makers
from Ministries of Education;
learning content standards’ experts;
and major ICT vendors who
participated in an exhibition.

2.5 Long-term targets and sustainability of the eQNet project’s
outcomes
The eQNet valorisation plan remains part of a larger Learning Resource Exchange (LRE)
dissemination and exploitation strategy that involves leveraging existing communication
channels by both European Schoolnet and its network of Ministries of Education, as well as
work being carried out in larger projects and initiatives (such as iTEC5, Scientix6, Spice7).
At the mid-point in the eQNet project, the number of content providers involved in the Learning
Resource Exchange has risen to 30 and 9 European Ministries of Education (MoE) in a new
LRE Subcommittee have agreed to help fund the ongoing development of the LRE service for
schools. European Schoolnet is now at a stage where it is inviting other MoE, regional
educational authorities and commercial content providers to join a new LRE Subcommittee as
Associate Partners with the aim of bringing on board 8-10 LRE Associate Partners by the end
of the eQNet project.
The long-term target that was originally proposed in eQNet was that “at least a further 6 MoE
will start to use the ‘travel well’ quality criteria by the end of the project and make content
available in the LRE federation.” This number is below the target that European Schoolnet has
now set for new Associate Partners in the LRE development plan, so the project is optimistic
that the eQNet ‘travel well’ criteria will be adopted and applied by a larger group of content
providers. Similarly, other stakeholders such as Interactive Whiteboard vendors have shown
interest in becoming LRE Associate Partners and have been increasingly focused on panEuropean content quality issues.
Moreover, European Schoolnet keeps working on defining new dissemination channels.
Following the success of the recent Educational Publishing Futures event8 which was cochaired by European Schoolnet and the International Publishers’ Association, delegates who
responded to a post-seminar survey (47% of the total) suggested that quality issues related to
educational content was the key topic that they would like to see included in the programme
for a future event. Commercial publishers along with MoE and regional authorities, therefore,
may also be an important target for eQNet results in the longer-term.

5

http://itec.eun.org
http://www.scientix.eu/
7
http://spice.eun.org/
8
http://aspect-project.org/node/128
6
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The eQNet project will also continue reaching out to LLP and other projects dealing with digital
learning resources in transnational and cross-context environments (e.g. eTwinning9, Science
Pedagogy Innovation Centre for Europe (Spice)10, European Development for the Use of
Mathematics Technology in Classrooms11 and Open Educational Quality Initiative (OPAL)12.

9

http://www.etwinning.net
http://spice.eun.org/
11
http://educmath.inrp.fr/Educmath/recherche/projets/edumatics/edumatics/
12
http://oer-quality.org/
10
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3 Project Outcomes & Results
In the first half of the project, eQNet has met its key objectives and produced the results that
were anticipated at the start of the project. The teachers’ network has been put in place and is
working effectively to select and validate ‘travel well’ resources. Already at this mid-term point
of the project, more than 900 ‘travel well’ resources can be viewed at
http://www.unilearning.eu/alle and on the LRE for schools portal (http://lreforschools.eun.org)
under the tag "travelwell" (see Figure 3).
In parallel with this initial, practical work by teachers, the project is also making good progress
in establishing methodologically sound ‘travel well’ criteria. These criteria will then be
used in the second half of the project to systematically identify and validate ‘travel well’
resources from large scale content repositories so that they can be made more easily
available to a wider European audience through the LRE portal. As part of this process, an
online teachers’ Community of Practice is already in place. This will increasingly be an
important channel where practitioners can validate project results and where project partners
can engage in a wider discussion related to the uptake and potential impact of ‘travel well’
resources and how they can support a range of pedagogical models in different countries.

Figure 3. Year 1 'travel well' collection is available on two different portals, on the LRE
(http://lreforschools.eun.org) and Unilearning (http://www.unilearning.eu/alle).

Table 3 lists the main project outcomes at the mid-term. They include first versions of ‘Travel
Well Quality Criteria’ and two Annual Reports on Innovation in the field. Moreover, links are
provided to the ‘Network Operation’s manual’, an initial version of ‘Quality Guidelines for LRE
Associate Partners’ and to the ‘travel well’ collection of learning resources. Finally, a number
of other deliverables are also listed explaining early results (e.g. the project’s website and
brochure) and activities in the project (three exploitation events for teachers and policy
makers).
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Table 3. List of eQNet outcomes & results as reported in the mid-term report.
Report name

Description of the eQNet deliverable and location

Travel Well Quality
Criteria v1

An overview of previous work in the field of quality criteria and ‘travel
well’ for digital educational content. The report is accessible here:
http://eqnet.eun.org/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=10885&folderI
d=25595&name=DLFE-312.pdf

Annual Report on
Innovation (2010)

The first annual report designed to inform the policy-makers’ network
about quality and ‘travel well’ issues.
http://eqnet.eun.org/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=10885&folderI
d=25595&name=DLFE-315.pdf

Annual Report on
Innovation (2011)

The second annual report designed to inform the policy-makers’
network about quality and ‘travel well’
issues.http://eqnet.eun.org/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=10885&
folderId=25595&name=DLFE-313.pdf

Network Operation’s
Manual

Teachers’ manual with guidelines to achieve project’s goals.
http://eqnet.eun.org/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=10885&folderI
d=25595&name=DLFE-316.pdf

Initial ‘travel well’
showcase

An online showcase of 900 ‘travel well’ resources.
http://www.eqnet.eun.org/web/guest/travel-well-learning-resources

Quality Guidelines for
LRE Associate Partners

Initial ‘travel well’ guidelines for LRE Associate Partners.
http://eqnet.eun.org/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=10885&folderI
d=25595&name=DLFE-317.pdf

Project website

Website www.eqnet.eun.org and its description
http://eqnet.eun.org/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=10885&folderI
d=25595&name=DLFE-309.pdf

Initial project brochure
and presentation

Brochure downloadable from here:
http://eqnet.eun.org/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=10885&folderI
d=10946&name=DLFE-236.pdf and its description:
http://eqnet.eun.org/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=10885&folderI
d=25595&name=DLFE-310.pdf

Dissemination & Use
Plan

The strategy outlining the tools and stakeholders for the eQNet
dissemination and exploitation:
http://eqnet.eun.org/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=10885&folderI
d=25595&name=DLFE-311.pdf

Annual seminar for LLP
and other projects

Report and workshop descriptions of three eQNet workshops held in
the first half of the project:
http://eqnet.eun.org/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=10885&folderI
d=25595&name=DLFE-314.pdf
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4 Partnerships
The eQNet partnership includes nine European Ministries of Education (or agencies acting on
their behalf) representing Austria, Belgium (Flemish community), Czech Republic, Italy,
Lithuania, Norway, Portugal, Slovenia and Sweden (Table 4). The eQNet project is
coordinated by European Schoolnet, a not-for-profit European network of 30 Ministries of
Education. European Schoolnet is a unique organisation that demonstrates how information
and communications technologies can support change in teaching and learning via three main
areas of work: policy, research and innovation; schools’ services; and learning resource
exchange and interoperability.
Table 4. The eQNet partnership
• EUN, European Schoolnet (coordinator), Belgium
• ANSAS, Agenzia Nazionale per lo Sviluppo dell’Autonomia Scolastica (former
INDIRE), Italy
• ITC, Centre of Information Technologies in Education, Lithuania
• DGIDC, Direcção Geral de Inovação e Desenvolvimento ê Curricular, Portugal
• BM:UKK, Bundesministerium für Unterricht, Kunst und Kultur, Austria
• MS SR, Ministry of Education, Science, Research and Sport of the Slovak Republic,
Slovakia
• DZS, Centre for International Services, Czech Republic
• Skolverket, Statens Skolverk, Sweden
• Norwegian Centre for ICT in Education, Norway
• KC, KlasCement, EduCentrum vzw, Belgium
eQNet partner organisations run national content repositories or have a responsibility for
digital content strategies at national level. The resources in these repositories and collections
are created mostly at the national level and comply with the language(s) and curriculum
requirements of the given country. Some of the learning resource repositories are quite mature
(e.g. Austrian partner, BM:UKK; Belgian partner KC; Italian partner, ANSAS), whereas other
partners are still at an early stage of building digital content repositories, developing a national
strategy for digital learning resources and providing support to teachers using these resources
(e.g. Czech partner DZS, Slovenian partner MS SR).
An important part of the eQNet project’s European added value is realised through the
collaboration and knowledge building in the project. Policy-makers in Ministries of Education,
particularly those responsible for national ICT strategies and content repositories, have an
opportunity to exchange ideas and best practices, but also to share concerns and learn from
each other’s success or failure. In many cases, transferable practices are being identified in
the project that prompt discussion on how to adapt and implement these practices in a new
context.
While previous projects have provided added value in terms of improved technical and
semantic interoperability, the challenge being addressed in eQNet is to develop scalable,
quality criteria to enable content owners to more easily identify, index and share resources that
have the maximum potential be used in many different learning contexts, not only in Europe
but also globally. These ‘travel well’ quality criteria are currently needed, as the LRE federation
of repositories currently contains over 200,000 learning resources/assets, and they will
increasingly be required as the volume of user-generated content grows in both the LRE and
national repositories.
Beyond, the development of the quality criteria themselves, the networks of policy makers and
practitioners that the project has set up is adding a new, and perhaps even the most important,
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‘layer’ to existing mechanisms for cooperation, reflection and knowledge building related to the
exchange and re-use of learning resources at European level.
As a result of the dissemination activities both in the project itself and those linked to the LRE
development plan, eQNet will also reach out to a much wider group of stakeholders, including
commercial content providers that participated in European Schoolnet’s Educational
Publishing Futures’ seminar in February 2011.
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5 Plans for the Future
There have been no changes to the eQNet work plan and how the project intends to meet the
original objectives in the Description of Work. In the second half of the project, the eQNet
teachers’ network will continue both to extend the ‘travel well’ resource collection and provide
continuous feedback in order to finalise and then continuously develop the ‘travel well’ quality
criteria. By the end of the Year 2, 1,200 new ‘travel well’ resources will be added to the
collection, and in Year 3, a further 1,400 new ‘travel well’ resources will complete the
collection. Currently, eQNet is on target to produce by the end of the project a public collection
of more than 3,500 ‘travel well’ resources originating from different national collections and
from the Learning Resource Exchange.
In the final part of the project, the teachers’ network will be more heavily engaged in reflecting
on their practices and will fully exploit the online Community of Practice that has already
formed around the teachers’ network. This online Community of Practice allows teachers and
trainers to share their experience and best practices related to identifying ‘travel well’
resources at a transnational level. Also, in Years 2 and 3, a wider group of teachers outside
the project will increasingly be invited to participate in this cross-cultural dialogue and cooperation around learning resources. (The ‘travel well’ resources are already available for
rating and social tagging to any teacher who is registered on the portals and the eQNet
teachers’ community on the project website is publicly available.)
In terms of plans for the dissemination of project results, there are no confidential results or
any IPR issues that prevent the project from disseminating outcomes as widely as possible.
Project results will certainly be of particular interest to stakeholders in the Open Educational
Resource (OER) community and European Schoolnet is already well connected to
organisations in this field, both in Europe, the US (via its previous work with OER Commons
and the Hewlett Foundation) and internationally (via participation in GLOBE, GENIE).
The eQNet valorisation plan also remains part of a larger LRE dissemination and exploitation
strategy that involves leveraging existing communication channels by European Schoolnet and
its network of Ministries of Education. At the mid-point in the eQNet project, the number of
content providers in the LRE has risen from 19 to 30 and nine MoE in a new LRE
Subcommittee have agreed to help fund the ongoing development of the LRE service for
schools. The aim is that at least a further six organisations will start to use the ‘travel well’
quality criteria by the end of the project and make content available in the LRE federation.
Additionally, other stakeholders (including Interactive Whiteboard vendors) may become LRE
Associate Partners and thus come to be actively engaged in the efforts to facilitate crossborder use of content.
The eQNet project is also actively exploring new dissemination channels which may open up
as a result of the success of the recent Educational Publishing Futures’ event which was cochaired by European Schoolnet and the International Publishers’ Association. The eQNet
brochure was included in the delegate packs at this strategic seminar. It is interesting, for
example, that delegates who responded to a post-seminar survey (47% of the total) suggested
that quality issues related to educational content was the key topic that they would like to see
included in the programme for a future event. A presentation of eQNet guidelines and results
in a 2012 Educational Publishing Futures event is therefore foreseen and/or within a European
Schoolnet Working Group on Educational Publishing Futures that European Schoolnet may
decide to set up later in 2011. Commercial publishers along with MoE and regional authorities,
therefore, may also be an important future target audience for eQNet results in the longerterm.
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Also, further synergies will be developed with work being carried out in other projects and
initiatives within European Schoolnet, such as ASPECT and iTEC, and with other teachers’
communities, including the Commission’s eTwinning initiative that currently has over 127,000
active members. To reach out to teachers within these initiatives, the project will particularly
support and animate discussions and collaborations within the eQNet Community of Practice.
Lastly, outreach to the existing research community in the field of learning resource
repositories will be maintained through participation in topical research seminars where the
results of the project can be shared and taken up by the whole community.
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6 Contribution to EU policies
The eQNet project addresses the objectives of the Lifelong Learning Programme 2007-2013
by contributing “to the development of quality lifelong learning and to promote high
performance, innovation and the European dimension in systems and practices” though the
development of best practice criteria for transnational and cross-border use of digital learning
resources in Europe. Moreover, by inviting citizens to share and discuss their experiences at
the European level by using the eQNet teachers’ online Community of Practice, the project
can positively reinforce their “role in creating a sense of European citizenship based on
respect for European values, as well as tolerance and respect for other peoples and cultures”.
eQNet contributes to helping Europe achieve the strategy for a flourishing digital economy by
2020 that has been outlined in The Digital Agenda. In particular, eQNet’s aim to support the
greater cross-border use of digital learning resources in schools is fully in line with The Digital
Agenda’s call to create “a vibrant digital single market” and the recognition that “the creation of
attractive online content and services and its free circulation inside the EU and across its
borders are fundamental to stimulate the virtuous cycle of demand.”
In 2005, the Commission's new framework strategy for multilingualism “COM(2005) 596 final”
was published. It is a strategy “for promoting multilingualism in European society, in the
economy and in the Commission itself”. The aim is to build up citizens' linguistic skills. The
eQNet project works towards the goals of this strategy by encouraging linguistic diversity in
society through the use of digital learning resources from different countries and in a variety of
languages that ‘travel well’.
In line with the original call (section 1.3.4 priority 4) eQNet is specifically designed to enable
MoE to collect and validate digital content in national repositories and make it easier to identify
and disseminate at European level those resources that have the maximum potential for
cross-border use. A key achievement in eQNet has also been that it has helped develop a
common approach to the concept of digital content quality and will produce ‘travel well’ criteria
for educational resources that can be used to support a cross-cultural teaching methodology in
all 27 member states. The project has also involved collaborative knowledge-building and
skills exchange between partners from both ‘old’ and ‘new’ member states.
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